Gremlin - a putative pathogenic player in progressive renal disease.
Progressive renal fibrosis is the end process of renal injury leading to kidney failure. Current therapies for chronic renal failure aim to slow this process but fail to halt its progression. As the mechanisms involved in glomerulosclerosis and tubulointerstitial fibrosis are unravelled, potential treatments for this growing clinical problem should emerge. Gremlin, a developmental regulator of bone morphogenetic proteins (BMPs), has recently been implicated in processes such as glomerulosclerosis, tubulointerstitial fibrosis and cellular hypertrophy, and may represent a novel therapeutic target in progressive renal diseases.